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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the claims with the claims provided in the listing below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations are indicated. 

1-3 (Withdrawn) 

4. (Currently Amended) A method of working a metal comprising the steps of : 
locally reducing the deformation resistance of a metal body extending in one 
direction; forming [[the]] a low deformation resistance region crossing the metal 
body by cooling the metal body at two spaced locations and heating the low 
deformation resistance region at the space between the two spaced locations : and 
pr ocessing subjecting the low deformation resistance region and making it to shear 
deformation, thereby making the microstructure of said metal body fine. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of working a metal according to claim 4, 
wherein said shear deformation proceeds in [[the]] a central area of said low 
deformation resistance region. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of working a metal according to claim 4, 
wherein said shear deformation proceeds in [[the]] both ends of said low 
deformation resistance region. 

7. (Original) The method of working a metal according to claim 4, wherein said 
shear deformation proceeds at one end of said low deformation resistance region. 
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8. The method of working a metal according to claims 4 to 7, wherein said low 
deformation resistance regions are made to move along the extending direction of 
the said metal body. 
9-37. (Withdrawn) 

38. (Currently Amended) A metal body, extending in one directio nyher e in a low 
defo r mation re sistance r egion c r ossing the metal body is formed by a method 
comprising the steps of: locally reducing the deformation resistance^ tem p ora r ily 
forming a low deformation resistance region by cooling the metal body at two 
spaced locations and heating a low deformation resistance region at the space 
between the two spaced locations , and subjecting the low deformation resistance 
region to a shear deformation occu r s in the low deformation r esistance r egion 
thereby to make making the microstructure of the metal body fine. 

39. (Currently Amended) The metal body according to claim 38, wherein said 
shear deformation occurs in [[the]] a center of said low deformation resistance 
region. 

40. (Original) The metal body according to claim 38, wherein said shear 
deformation occurs at both ends of said low deformation resistance region. 

41. (Original) The metal body according to claim 38, wherein said shear 
deformation occurs at one end of said low deformation resistance region. 
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42. (Original) The metal body according to claim 38 to 41, wherein said low 
deformation resistance region is made to displace along the extending direction of 
the said metal body. 
43- 72. (Withdrawn) 
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